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Present 

The Right Hon The Lord Mayor - Councillor Clover Moore (Chair) 

Members Deputy Lord Mayor - Councillor Jess Scully, Councillor Craig Chung, Councillor 
Christine Forster, Councillor Robert Kok, Councillor Jess Miller, Councillor 
Professor Kerryn Phelps AM, Councillor Linda Scott, Councillor Professor Philip 
Thalis and Councillor Angela Vithoulkas. 

At the commencement of business at 5.02 pm, those present were:- 

The Lord Mayor, Councillor Scully, Councillor Chung, Councillor Forster, Councillor Kok, 
Councillor Miller, Councillor Phelps, Councillor Scott, Councillor Thalis and Councillor Vithoulkas. 

The Chief Executive Officer, Chief Operating Officer, Chief Financial Officer, Director City Projects 
and Property, Director People, Performance and Technology, Director City Services, Director City 
Planning, Development and Transport, Director Legal and Governance and Director City Life were 
also present. 

Remote Meeting 

The Chair (the Lord Mayor) advised that the meeting of Council was being held via audio visual 
links, with Councillors (and relevant staff) attending the meeting remotely. This is in accordance 
with section 747A of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Opening Prayer and Acknowledgement of Country 

The Lord Mayor opened the meeting with prayer and an acknowledgement of country. 

Webcasting Statement 

The Chair (the Lord Mayor), advised that in accordance with the City of Sydney Code of Meeting 
Practice, Council meetings are audio visually recorded and webcast live on the City of Sydney 
website. The Chair (the Lord Mayor) asked that courtesy and respect be observed throughout the 
meeting and advised those in attendance to refrain from making defamatory statements. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Council meeting is able only to be audio recorded and 
webcast while the Council is unable to meet in person. 
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Item 1   Confirmation of Minutes 

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Thalis – 

That the Minutes of the meeting of Council of 6 April 2020, and the extraordinary meeting of 
Council of 4 May 2020, as circulated to Councillors, be confirmed. 

Carried unanimously. 
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Item 2   Disclosures of Interest 

The Lord Mayor made the following disclosures:  

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that Gene Sherman hosted a 
fundraising event for the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Council elections. 
Gene Sherman is the principal of the Sherman Centre for Culture & Ideas Ltd which is 
recommended for a Cultural Resilience grant. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that a member of the board of 
the Australian Design Centre which is recommended for a cultural resilience grant made a 
reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Council 
elections. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that the Lord Mayor’s niece 
and her partner operate the Rex Bistro which is recommended for a small business grant. 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda as a person involved 
with the Sydney Fringe Festival and a person associated with 107 Projects made less than 
reportable donations to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 election. 

Councillor Philip Thalis made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda, as a person involved 
with the management of The Sydney Fringe and a person involved with the management of 
107 Projects, who are recommended recipients, made a non-reportable donation to the 
Clover Moore Independent Team campaign at the 2016 City of Sydney Elections. Councillor 
Thalis advised he was not contacted by these recipients about these grants, and was not 
aware of them until the Council report became available.  

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda as his daughter is 
currently doing work experience with the Free Broadcast Inc (FBi Radio) who is a 
recommended recipient. Councillor Thalis advised that he was not contacted by the recipient 
about this grant, and was not aware of it until the Council report became available. 

 a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that a member of the board of 
the Australian Design Centre made a reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent 
Team prior to the 2016 Council elections. Councillor Thalis advised he was not contacted by 
the recipient about this grants, and was not aware of them until the Council report became 
available, and would not be voting on this item. 

 a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that the founder and principal 
of one of the recipients (being Sherman Centre for Culture and Ideas) hosted a fundraising 
event for the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Local Government election. 
Councillor Thalis advised that he was not aware of this recommendation until the council 
report became available, and would not be voting on this matter.  
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Councillor Jess Scully made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 6.15 on the agenda, in relation to one of 
the recommended grant recipients, who sent Councillor Scully communication on 25 
February 2020 with details of their grant application. Councillor Scully’s staff removed the 
communication from her inbox and notified the organisation that this contact was not 
appropriate. This course of action was reported to the Office of the CEO and the Director of 
City Life. Councillor Scully advised she does not have any active or formal ongoing 
relationship with the group. 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 8.6 on the agenda as she worked on 
this project in its early stages but has not had any involvement with the project for a long time. 

 a less than significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda for the meeting of 
Council on 18 May 2020, as a person associated with the Sydney Fringe and 107 Projects 
are recommended for a Cultural Sector Resilience grant, and the Creative Fellowships Fund 
made a less than reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 
2016 election. 

 a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that the founder and principal 
of the Sherman Centre for Culture and Ideas hosted a fundraising event for the Clover Moore 
Independent Team prior to the 2016 Local Government election. The Sherman Centre is 
recommended for a Cultural Sector Resilience Grant. Councillor Scully advised that she was 
not aware of this recommendation until the Council report became available, and would not 
be participating in voting on this matter. 

 regarding Item 9 on the agenda, Councillor Scully advised that there are a number of 
organisations and individuals who applied to the Covid-19 Relief Grants Program that she 
has had contact with in the past, however she has not spoken with any of them about their 
grant application and does not consider that she has any conflict of interest in relation to 
these applicants. 

Councillor Robert Kok made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda as a person involved 
with the management of The Sydney Fringe and a person involved with the management of 
107 Projects, who are recommended recipients, made a non-reportable donation to the 
Clover Moore Independent Team campaign at the 2016 City of Sydney Elections. Councillor 
Kok advised that he was not contacted by these recipients about these grants, and was not 
aware of them until the Council report became available.  

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that a member of the board of 
the Australian Design Centre made a reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent 
Team prior to the 2016 Council elections. Councillor Kok advised that he has not been 
contacted about this grant and was not aware of the grant until the Council report became 
available. Councillor Kok advised that he would not be voting on this item. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that the founder and principal 
of one of the recipients (being Sherman Centre for Culture and Ideas) hosted a fundraising 
event for the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Local Government election. 
Councillor Kok advised that he was not aware of this recommendation until the Council report 
became available, and would not be participating in voting on this matter.  
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 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that he is familiar 
with some of the business owners who has applied for the grants. Councillor Kok advised that 
it is possible that they may have been aware of the grant due to his promotion of it. Councillor 
Kok advised that he has not discussed their application nor have any of them contacted him 
to discuss their application. Councillor Kok was not aware of them until the Council report 
became available.  

Councillor Linda Scott made the following disclosures: 

 a significant, pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda, specifically for grants applications 
from Jo Holder, and also from AstroLab, both of whom are former Labor candidates on the 
teams Councillor Scott led for the City of Sydney Council elections (in the case of AstroLab, 
as a Director of the company) and whom would have made contributions to Labor’s 
campaigns. Councillor Scott advised she has had no conversations or correspondence with 
applicants in relation to these grants.  

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda, specifically for a grant 
application from Mark Bolotin, who is a family friend. Councillor Scott advised she has had no 
conversations or correspondence with applicants in relation to these grants. 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 12.3 on the agenda in that she is the 
President of LGNSW, and the advocacy of the organisation is referred to in the item. 

 a less than significant, pecuniary interest in Item 12.10 on the agenda as she is a councillor 
whose salary will be determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in that she is the President of LGNSW, and will need to 
vote in a LGNSW Board consideration of the final Local Government award. Councillor Scott 
advised that she will absent herself from this vote.  

Councillor Jess Miller made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda for the meeting of 
Council on 18 May 2020, as a person associated with the Sydney Fringe and 107 Projects 
are recommended for a Cultural Sector Resilience grant, and the Creative Fellowships Fund 
made a less than reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 
2016 election. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that the founder and principal 
of the Sherman Centre for Culture and Ideas hosted a fundraising event for the Clover Moore 
Independent Team prior to the 2016 Local Government election. The Sherman Centre is 
recommended for a Cultural Sector Resilience Grant. Councillor Miller advised that she was 
not aware of this recommendation until the Council report became available, and would not 
be participating in voting on this matter. 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that she has a 
personal relationship with the following people who have been awarded grants. Councillor 
Miller advised that she has not had any discussion in person or otherwise regarding their 
grant application. Annie Hamilton, Jo Holder, Monkey Baa, Night Time Industries Association 
Incorporated, Diego Bonnetto – friend, Emily Parsons-Lord, Jane Slingo, Kate Dopper, Sarah 
Barns, Wayside Chapel. 
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 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that she is familiar 
with these business owners and community organisations. Councillor Miller advised that it is 
possible that they may have become aware of the grant due to Councillor Miller promoting it 
via online channels and a letter-drop, but she has not discussed any detail of their application 
with them in-person or otherwise. Small businesses: Art Pharmacy, Bart Jr, Ciccone & Sons, 
Kepos to Go, Mundane Matters, Redfern Surf Club, Don Peppinos, Commune Collective, 
Freda’s, The Surry Hills Creative Precinct Incorporated, Top Shelf Productions Pty Ltd. 
Community: Addison Road.  

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that people from 
these organisations have made donations to the CMIT team in the past. Sherman Centre, 
Sydney Fringe, 107 Projects.  

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that she is a board member 
for TEDxSydney Limited. Councillor Miller advised that she will not be present for voting on 
that matter. 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that she is familiar 
with the following from those not recommended for grants, but has not discussed it with them: 
Digital Story Tellers, Elizabeth Farrelly, Alina Gozina, Damien Butler, Elyssa Sian Sykes-
Smith, Georgina Read.   

Councillor Christine Forster made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that two of the 
unsuccessful grant applicants – Tanasak Supsingcra and Trevor Ashley are personal friends. 
The proprietor (Marc Kuzma) of one of the successful grant applicants – Claire’s Kitchen – is 
also a personal friend. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda, in that one of the unsuccessful 
grant applicants - Abby Clare Gallaway - is the de facto partner of Councillor Forster’s 
daughter-in-law. 

Councillor Kerryn Phelps made the following disclosures: 

 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda, in that she is a patron 
of ACON’s health and wellbeing program. ACON have not been recommended for a grant. 
Councillor Phelps advised that she was not aware of the grant and was not contacted by the 
organisation in relation to the grant prior to the Council meeting.  

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that Gene Sherman hosted a 
fundraising event for the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Council elections. 
Gene Sherman is the principal of the Sherman Centre for Culture & Ideas Ltd which is 
recommended for a Cultural Resilience grant. Councillor Phelps advised that she was not 
aware of the grant and that she is no longer a member of the Clover Moor Independent 
Team. 

 a significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda in that a member of the board of 
the Australian Design Centre which is recommended for a cultural resilience grant made a 
reportable donation to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 Council 
elections. Councillor Phelps advised that she was not aware of the grant and that she is no 
longer a member of the Clover Moor Independent Team. 
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 a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 on the agenda as a person involved 
with the Sydney Fringe Festival and a person associated with 107 Projects made less than 
reportable donations to the Clover Moore Independent Team prior to the 2016 election. 
Councillor Phelps advised that she was not aware of the grants and that she is no longer a 
member of the Clover Moor Independent Team. 

 a less than significant, pecuniary interest in Item 12.10 on the agenda as she is a councillor 
whose salary will be determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 

No other Councillors disclosed any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the 
agenda for this meeting of Council. 

Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political Donations) Act 2008 

No disclosures were made by any member of the public at this meeting of Council.  
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Item 3   Minutes by the Lord Mayor 

Item 3.1   Vale Jack Mundey AO 

 

Minute by the Lord Mayor  

To Council:  

I inform Council of the death of Jack Mundey, trade union leader, environmental activist, protector 
of our natural and built heritage and former Sydney City Council Alderman on 10 May 2020.  

John Bernard Mundey was born on 17 October 1929 in Malanda, a small town on the  

Atherton Tableland 100km west of Cairns in far north Queensland, at the beginning of the Great 
Depression. His mother died when he was six and his four siblings were scattered among relatives. 
Jack remained with his father, a dairy farmer who moved around looking for work. Jack attended 
several schools, running away from his last school, St Augustine's, Cairns at the age of 14 because 
of its "authoritarian methods" of discipline.  

He had excelled at sport and in 1951 moved to Sydney to play rugby league for Parramatta, which 
he continued for three years, mostly in the reserve grade. He also worked initially as a plumber’s 
apprentice, then in a range of jobs, eventually becoming a builder’s labourer.  

As Jack changed jobs, he became increasingly involved in the union movement. This culminated 
with his active membership of the Builders Labourers Federation leading to him being elected as a 
full-time organiser in 1962. In 1968 Jack, Bob Pringle and Joe Owens supported by a rank and file 
committee took over the union leadership with Jack becoming secretary.  

Jack’s election coincided with the beginning of a building boom in Sydney. Workplace safety and 
improving wages and conditions in this environment were the initial priorities. Jack however 
believed that the union movement had wider social responsibilities and should act on them. This 
was put to the test when the union was approached by a group of women who had exhausted all 
obvious avenues in their campaign to save a small patch of bushland in Hunters Hill from 
residential development. When a public meeting attended by several hundred people supported 
their campaign, the union agreed to not allow work on the site and stop work on the developer’s 
new office building. This was the world’s first green ban, although the name came later. Kelly’s 
Bush is still there, part of a larger park on the Parramatta River.  

Around 40 green bans followed, all imposed with widespread community support. They preserved 
significant sites and social housing in The Rocks, Woolloomooloo, Centennial Park and Victoria 
Street in Potts Point. Other green bans stopped a car park for the Opera House being built 
underneath the Royal Botanic Gardens and ensured a new theatre would be included in the MLC 
Centre development to replace the theatre which had occupied the same site since 1875. Another 
green ban supported the rights of a gay university student threatened with expulsion from his 
residential college. A “Blak” Ban was placed on supposedly 'empty' houses in Redfern were 
actually occupied by Indigenous Australians. That ban gave the newly elected Whitlam Government 
time to buy the houses and hand them over to a new housing company under Aboriginal control.   
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In a letter to the Sydney Morning Herald Jack explained that the preferred to build urgently required 
hospitals, schools, other public utilities, high-quality flats, units and houses, provided they are 
designed with adequate concern for the environment, than to build ugly unimaginative 
architecturally-bankrupt blocks of concrete and glass offices … “  

“The environmental interests of three million people are at stake and cannot be 
left to developers and building employers whose main concern is making profit. 
Progressive unions, like ours, therefore have a very useful social role to play in 
the citizens' interest, and we intend to play it.”  

Jack retired as Builders Labourers Federation Secretary on 1 November 1973, consistent with his 
belief that union officials should have limited tenure and return to the rank and file and Joe Owens 
succeeded him. The following year the Federal office of the Builders Labourers Federation took 
over the NSW Branch and in 1975 Jack, Joe Owens, Bob Pringle and several of their supporters 
were expelled. Their membership was reinstated in November 1981, just as Jack was launching his 
book, Green Bans and Beyond.  

Jack continued his activism both in Australia and internationally, undertaking a lecture tour, which 
included London's Centre of Environmental Studies and the first United Nations Conference on the 
Built Environment in 1976. He was a Communist Party candidate for the Senate in 1974 and just 
missed out being elected to the Legislative Council in 1978.   

Jack was elected to Sydney City Council in April 1984 as an Alderman for Gipps Ward, which 
covered the northern CBD, The Rocks and Millers and Dawes Points, one of nine independents 
elected that year. A former Liberal Alderman described us as “communists and trendy bleeding 
heart lefties”. We were all committed to ensuring people had a voice in the decisions that impact on 
their lives.   

Jack chaired Council’s Planning Committee until September 1985, which historian Hilary Golder 
has suggested that probably sent shivers down many a developer’s spine! He promoted low-cost 
housing and attempted to broaden the social and environmental criteria used to assess 
development applications. He was active in our campaign against the monorail, a developer led 
proposal to link the CBD to the Darling Harbour development. The alternative, which Council 
supported, was light rail connected with other public transport.  

In March 1987 the State Labor Government sacked the Council. Jack continued his activism 
supporting community groups, Indigenous Australians, educational institutions, and antinuclear 
campaigns. He served as a Councillor of the Australian Conservation Foundation from 1974 to 
1993 and as Chair of the Historic Houses Trust from 1995 to 2001. During the 1990s he was 
involved in campaigns to protect Circular Quay and the Opera House precinct.  

His activism continued into this century. In 2003, he became a member of the Australian Greens, in 
support of their opposition to the Iraq War and their environmental stance. In 2012 he joined the 
action to preserve what is thought to be the oldest public square in Australia, Thompson Square 
and protect Windsor Bridge from further development. In 2014 he became Patron of the Friends of 
Millers Point after joining the campaign to save the Sirius Building.   

    

It is one of the many accolades Jack received during his life. In 1998 the University of  

Western Sydney made Jack an honorary Doctor of Letters and an honorary Doctor of  

Science in recognition of his service to the environment. Three years later, in 2001, the University 
of Sydney presented Jack with an honorary degree of Master of Environment - a degree especially 
created for him. In 2000 he was made an Officer of the Order of Australia for service to “the 
identification and preservation of significant sections of Australia's natural and urban heritage 
through initiating ‘Green Bans’ and through the Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales”. In 
2007, a portion of Argyle Place in The Rocks was renamed Jack Mundey Place.  
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Jack is survived by his wife Judy, a lawyer and activist in her own right, who supported him in many 
of his campaigns. In the late 1950s Jack married Stephanie Lennon, who died aged only 22, in 
1963 15 months after their son Michael’s birth. Michael died in car accident also at the age of 22.  

Jack’s legacy is not just the natural and built environment that was saved through his leadership 
and activism. It is the values which inspired his activism and which should continue to inspire us.  

Recommendation  

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council observe a minute’s silence to mark the passing of Jack Mundey AO, noting his 
significant contribution to conserving and protecting the natural and urban environment and 
heritage, to trade unionism and for activism in support of Aboriginal, women’s and gay rights, 
social justice and peace; and  

(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to Mr Mundey’s widow, Judy expressing Council’s 
condolences.  

COUNCILLOR CLOVER MOORE  

Lord Mayor  

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) – 

That the Minute by the Lord Mayor be endorsed and adopted. 

Carried unanimously. 

Note – All those present at the meeting, held remotely, observed a minute’s silence in memory of 
Jack Mundey. 

S051491 
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Item 3.2   Support for the Arts 

 

Minute by the Lord Mayor  

To Council:  

The essential measures to stop the spread of the Covid-19 coronavirus and protect public health 
have taken a terrible toll on national cultural life. Theatres, cinemas and other live entertainment 
venues along with galleries and museums are now closed and it is uncertain when it will financially 
viable for them to reopen.  

A letter to the Prime Minister signed by over 100 arts and cultural organisations highlighted the 
devastating impact this has had: “Work that has taken years to develop has been lost. Livelihoods 
are jeopardised. Our venues and other programs have been closed down by government order. As 
each day passes, the likelihood of reopening or restarting diminishes. The scale of loss across the 
cultural and creative sector is unprecedented – and devastating, culturally and economically.”   

While the framework for easing restrictions announced by the Prime Minister on 8 May 2020 allows 
theatres to reopen and eventually gatherings of 100 people, physical distancing requirements 
means this will have little practical effect. Most live performances will not be financially viable and 
many theatres, concert halls and other live entertainment venues will remain closed. Significantly, 
while the Safe Work Australia website which provides industry specific Covid-19 workplace advice 
has none for the arts and live entertainment industries.  

These restrictions have had a similarly devastating impact on arts workers. As of 10 April 2020, the 
‘I lost my gig’ website recorded lost earnings of $330 million by musicians, performers, and others 
with live music related jobs. The closure of bars, restaurants and cafes at the same time denied 
them traditional alternative sources of employment. These two sectors were the hardest hit. 
Between 14 March and 18 April, 33.4 per cent of jobs were lost in accommodation and food 
services and 27 per cent arts and recreation.   

On 5 May 2020, while outlining job losses across the Australian economy, the Prime Minister 
revealed that the hospitality sector had lost 441,000 jobs followed by a loss of 180,000 arts and 
recreation jobs. This was the first and only time the Prime Minister had uttered the word “arts” since 
the restrictions were first imposed in March.  

These official figures may not reveal the full extent of the impact. The Grattan Institute estimates 
that creative and performing arts activities employment is expected to drop by 75 per cent. Yet 
because of their particular employment arrangements, many cultural workers are not eligible for the 
Commonwealth Government’s JobKeeper program. Suggestions that they should apply for the less 
financially beneficial JobSeeker program sends a message that their work does not have the same 
value as other Australians.   

It is an appalling message, given their significant contribution to the Australian economy. Research 

by the Bureau of Communications and Arts in 2018 found cultural and creative activity in Australia 

contributed $111.7 billion in 2016-17 across the economy, constituting 6.4 per cent of GDP. Of this 

cultural activity contributed $63.5 billion or 57 per cent of total creative and cultural activity. In the 

same period, the arts, screen and culture sector contributed $16.4 billion to the NSW economy, and 

employed the equivalent of approximately 118,000 full time workers. Every dollar spent on arts, 

screen and culture generated a return of $1.88 to the NSW economy.  

This economic impact is only possible because of the money we are willing to spend.  
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We spend money on the arts, culture and creative output because they delight us, provoke us and 
help us make sense of our lives. We cannot do without them. The arts advocate Robyn Archer 
challenges us to imagine spending a day without encountering the work of artists, designers or 
other creative people. On such a day you would not hear any music or see any visual image. You 
couldn’t use any appliance, wear any clothes, eat from a plate or drink from a cup, because these 
are also the products of someone’s creativity.  

Despite this, the Commonwealth Government has all but ignored the impacts of Covid-19 on 
Australia’s cultural and creative sector, and not only in the design of the JobKeeper program. 
Despite the sector presenting a strong case for significant targeted support, the Federal 
Government has provided only $27 million.  

 
This failure may be variously explained by callous indifference, wilful ignorance or a continuation of 
the unseemly ideological culture wars prosecuted by the Coalition  
Government since its election in 2013. Its first budget in 2014 slashed arts funding by $87.1 million 
over four years. Australia Council funding has since declined by nearly 20 per cent with three-fifths 
of this funding quarantined for the major flagship companies leaving little for individual artists and 
the small to medium sector, the seed-beds of our culture.  

These seed-beds ensure a strong, vital creative sector, by enabling artists and performers to 
experiment and take risks, nurture their talent and eventually renew our major cultural institutions. 
They are the future sources of our national pride. We all like to applaud the band that started out in 
a provincial city that went to win an international recording contract and play Radio City Music in 
New York, the performer who started out performing in a tiny hotel cellar and went on to an 
international career and a Tony Award nomination or the actor who was first noticed by audiences 
in a small Darlinghurst theatre and went on to win two Oscars. If we let our creatives slip through 
the cracks and we fail to support our iconic institutions we may have little to celebrate in the future.   

The Government must not only repair the significant damage already done, it must publicly 
acknowledge the need for doing so. The Australian arts community is calling on the Prime Minister 
to publicly recognise the value of the cultural and creative sector to all Australians, and affirm his 
commitment to the people and organisations that inspire us.  

I support this call and hope it would have the strong support of the business community, civic and 
community leaders and state and local governments. I hope the challenges facing the cultural and 
creative community pre-Covid-19 and post-Covid-19 would also be acknowledged: the critical 
shortage of accessible and affordable creative space and cultural infrastructure; ensuring 
opportunities for young and emerging artists, and maintaining support for our flagship cultural 
institutions. The current crisis facing Carriageworks should sound a warning.  
 
Reopening live performance venues will present immediate challenges. Audiences may not return 
quickly, or economic reasons or because of a fear of being infected. South Korea, where large 
theatres are now open, may provide a way forward with rigorous prevention measures. Cast 
members are regularly tested and audience members are temperature checked and required to 
wear face masks.  

Our cultural and creative sectors will need our support if is to confidently survive, recover and 
renew. Not only targeted financial support, but the recognition and acknowledgement that their 
survival, recovery and renewal is vital for all of us.   
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Recommendation  

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council note that:  

(i) while essential to protect public health and prevent transmission of the SARSCoV-2 
virus, the Covid-19 physical distancing measures have had a devastating impact on our 
national cultural life and the livelihoods and wellbeing of Australians working in the 
creative sectors;  

(ii) the cultural and creative sectors make a significant contribution to the Australian 
economy, our national wellbeing and our daily lives; and  

(iii) the cultural and creative sectors will face significant challenges post-Covid-19, many of 
which existed pre-Covid-19, including addressing the critical shortage of accessible and 
affordable creative space and cultural infrastructure, ensuring opportunities continue for 
young and emerging artists, maintaining support for our flagship cultural institutions; 
and the immediate challenges when live performance venues reopen; and 

(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the Prime Minister to request:  

(i) the Commonwealth Government:  

(a) provides a substantial targeted package to enable the creative and cultural 
sectors to survive and recover from the impacts of Covid-19; and 

(b) expands the JobKeeper program to include workers currently excluded from the 
program, including casuals, visa holders and creative and cultural workers; and 

(ii) the Prime Minister publicly recognise and acknowledge the value of the cultural and 
creative sector to all Australians, and affirm his commitment to the people and 
organisations that inspire us.  

COUNCILLOR CLOVER MOORE  

Lord Mayor  

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Scully – 

That the Minute by the Lord Mayor be endorsed and adopted. 

Variation. At the request of Councillor Scott, and by consent, the Minute was varied such that it 
included additional words in clause (B) requesting that the Lord Mayor also write to the Leader of 
the Opposition. 
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Amendment. Moved by Councillor Phelps, seconded by Councillor Vithoulkas –  

That the motion be amended such that it include an additional clause (C) as follows –  

(C) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to investigate how the City of Sydney can help the 
cultural sector to develop new business models and revenue streams by pivoting their work 
for online audiences during the Covid-19 pandemic, including: 

(i) developing digital skills; 

(ii) providing a network of digital specialists, on-hand to provide support and training for the 
arts and cultural sector, as pioneered by Arts Council England in their Covid-19 
response program; 

(iii) finding new ways to reach and engage audiences; and 

(iv) report findings back to Council. 

The amendment was lost on the following show of hands: 

Ayes (4)      Councillors Forster, Phelps, Scott and Vithoulkas 

Noes (6) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Scully and Thalis. 

Amendment lost. 

Variation. At the request of Councillor Miller, and by consent, the Minute was varied such that it 
include an additional clause (C) as follows –  

(C) for as long as performance spaces remain closed, enable and encourage arts organisations 
to engage with the community via performances in outdoor public spaces where physical 
distancing is possible, like for example, Sydney Town Hall steps, City of Sydney-owned 
Rotundas and in our public parks. 

Variation. At the request of Councillor Forster, and by consent, the Minute was varied to include an 
additional clause (D) as follows –  

(D) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the NSW Premier and Acting Minister for the Arts 
Gladys Berejiklian requesting an urgent review of current funding arrangements for the state's 
arts and cultural sector with a view to providing appropriate support to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of organisations severely affected by Covid-19 related shutdowns. 

The minute, as varied by consent, was carried unanimously.  

S051491 
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Item 3.3   Creating More Space for People - the Urgent Vision for a Post-Covid-19 
City 

 

Minute by the Lord Mayor  

To Council:  

Covid-19 has heightened our awareness of the importance of public space as essential to public 
life, community wellbeing and mental health.  

Our parks, cycleways and public spaces have never been more in demand, and never been more 
needed. Under social distancing arrangements, we have all witnessed our neighbours exercising in 
parks, families cycling on our village main streets, queues for take away in local cafes on our main 
streets – all in stark contrast to the haunting images of an empty CBD, bereft of its usual crowd of 
workers, tourists, shoppers and Sydneysiders.  

Across the world, in response to this pandemic cities are creating more space for people where it is 
needed, enabling an increase in cycling, more space to walk in the city centres and village 
neighbourhoods to enable social distancing.   

These have been priorities for the City of Sydney over the past 16 years and under the Sustainable 
Sydney 2030 plan. And now is the time to double our efforts to support the creation of more space 
for people in our parks, cycling and walking. During the pandemic, we saw 50 per cent less traffic 
on roads and cycling up 20 per cent - we must find ways to encourage sustainable travel choices 
that provide urban amenity in the long term.  

In the light of the impacts of Covid-19 and the City’s forthcoming recovery plan I am asking the 
Chief Executive Officer to consider the following:  

Providing more Space for Cycling and Main Streets    

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted two key issues for the City:  

Many of our village main streets have narrow footpaths and limited space for people to walk or 
gather, either for commerce or to access essential services.   

Public Transport with strict social distancing will only accommodate up to 20 to 50 per cent of its 
‘normal’ capacity.  More buses and trains are needed to spread the peak on our busiest routes and 
lines. But Sydney’s geography dictates that many services, especially in the peak, will reach the 
edge of the City of Sydney already full. This will require residents to walk or cycle where possible, 
and we must provide the infrastructure to allow this.   

Neither of these issues can be solved by more people driving. The City streets can only 
accommodate a very small proportion of the demand for private vehicles before congestion 
gridlocks the network and we feel the other impacts of cars such as pedestrian safety, noise, dust, 
and delays. All of these have a major impact on economic productivity, as well as the 
environmental and social wellbeing of City residents and workers.  

While the streets are still quiet there is an opportunity to reclaim space for infrastructure to support 

more people to walk, and more people to ride. The issue is urgent. With the first lifting of 

restrictions on activity on 15 May 2020, it is obvious how quickly we need to get tactical measures 

in place as soon as possible – in weeks not months.  
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City staff have been working with NSW Government staff since mid-April to address these two key 
economic initiatives:  

1. Rapid roll-out of trial cycleways on key access routes to improve safety for people riding to 
the City Centre, school and health facilities, and to reduce crowding on public transport.   

2. Rapid roll-out of temporary footpath widening in areas of high pedestrian activity or crowding 
to provide safe space for people to walk in the CBD as well as support local businesses in our 
village main streets and centres.  

The City and Transport for NSW have identified a list of quick tactical cycleways that would 
supplement public transport and are consistent with the overall City of Sydney strategic bike 
network and the NSW Government’s Principal Bike Network strategic transport network.   

On Friday, 15 May 2020, the Minister for Transport advised me that the NSW Government will 
provide an additional $3,680,000 to deliver six new temporary cycleways in partnership with the 
City of Sydney, in the following locations:  

• Bridge Road and Pyrmont Bridge Road, Glebe (between Lyons Road and Wattle  

Street);   

• Dunning Avenue, Roseberry (from Gardeners Road to Green Square);  

• Sydney Park Road, Alexandria (from Princes Highway to Mitchell Road);  

• Henderson Road, Railway Parade and Bridge Street, Erskinville (between Davey Street and 
Swanson Street);  

• Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street (between Lang Road and Bourke Street); and Pitt Street 

North (between Alfred Street and King Street).  

In addition, the Minister has committed to working with the City to develop plans to deliver 
temporary cycleways on Oxford Street in Paddington/Darlinghurst, King Street in Newtown, and 
King, College and Castlereagh Streets in the CBD.  

The Minister also committed to work with the City to finalise my proposal to reduce the speed limit 
on Oxford Street to 40km/hour between Taylor Square and College Street, and to not proceed with 
extending the pedestrian fence near Taylor Square.  

With legitimate public concerns about individual and public health, there is a risk that the temporary 
embrace of private vehicles for more trips becomes permanent. Our City can’t accommodate, nor 
afford to let that happen. The City will continue to work with Transport for NSW on options to 
manage car traffic, but we must continue to encourage walking and cycling for those who can.   

The connecting links for our cycling network have never been more important, and the aspirations 
outlined in NSW Bike Plan from 2010 should be a priority for all councils and the NSW 
Government.   

City staff are also working to quickly assess the need for footpath widening in our Village Centres.    

Creating Public Space in the City Centre   

I was very pleased to support Minister Stokes’ announcement last Friday week about the NSW 
Government’s in principle support to pedestrianise George Street South (from Bathurst Street to 
Rawson Place Central). This action will transform the city further and allow more people to safely 
walk the streets of one of our busiest CBD areas. I am asking the Chief Executive Officer to 
prepare a project plan for implementing this working with the NSW Government.   
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I am also asking the Chief Executive Officer to investigate the opportunity to close some city streets 
at lunch time or to temporarily widen footpaths to create more public space adjacent to food and 
beverage offerings and enable clients and workers to get to and from work.   

This will assist local business to trade during the recovery period when workers return back in the 
City Centre under physical distancing measures. We need to progress this work in partnership with 
the State and local businesses.  

The City and NSW Government must work together to also consider issues such as crowding 
around public transport stations and bus stops. Addressing this will give confidence to workers and 
visitors that, when official restrictions are lifted, we are making it is safer to come to and move 
around the City to work or socialise.  

Converting Moore Park Golf Course  

The urban renewal of Green Square will see 70,000 people living and working in the area by 2030 
(30,000 have already moved into high-density apartments). The City has committed $540 million 
over 10 years to create much needed community facilities including an innovative new library and 
plaza, an aquatic centre, many parks and playgrounds, a childcare centre and a creative hub.  

 

Yet as one of Australia’s fastest growing and most populated area, this pandemic has shown the 
need for parkland has never been more important. Moore Park is just over the road from Green 
Square high rises and it is scandalous that a large part remains off-limits despite the intended 
purpose of these lands being bequeathed for public use.   

It is vital that this land is shared with the broader community, and I am asking the Chief Executive 
Officer to develop a proposal to take to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces to extend 
public access to Moore Park by reducing the golf course from an 18 hole course to a nine hole 
course given there is another golf course just five kilometres away and that the main income earner 
for the Trust is the driving range which could remain.   
 

A Key Priority for the City Recovery Plan  

The pandemic has had a significant impact on the City budget, as it has on other levels of 
government and many businesses.   

While there will need to be difficult decisions in order to ensure the City’s long-term financial 
position, the City needs, with State support, to continue to invest strongly in capital works to adapt 
our city to these new circumstances and provide much needed stimulus to support employment in 
our city.  

In developing the budget for Council consideration, the City needs to prioritise funding for 
cycleways, widening footpaths and giving more room for pedestrians and expanding our 
community’s access to parks.   

We also need to investigate new and alternative funding sources, including applying to Federal and 
State Governments for economic stimulus funding.   
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Recommendation  

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council note that City staff and Transport for NSW are developing plans for tactical 
responses to support movement of people and economic recovery as Covid-19 travel 
restrictions ease, including installing temporary cycleways and footpath widenings;  

(B) Council note that the NSW Government will provide an additional $3,680,000 to deliver six 
new temporary cycleways in partnership with the City of Sydney, in the following locations:  

(i) Bridge Road and Pyrmont Bridge Road, Glebe (between Lyons Road and Wattle 
Street);   

(ii) Dunning Avenue, Roseberry (from Gardeners Road to Green Square);  

(iii) Sydney Park Road, Alexandria (from Princes Highway to Mitchell Road);  

(iv) Henderson Road, Railway Parade and Bridge Street, Erskinville (between Davey Street 
and Swanson Street);  

(v) Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street (between Lang Road and Bourke Street); and  

(vi) Pitt Street North (between Alfred Street and King Street);  

(C) Council note that, in addition, the Minister for Transport has committed to working with the 
City of Sydney to develop plans to deliver temporary cycleways on Oxford Street in 
Paddington / Darlinghurst, King Street in Newtown, King Street in the CBD, and College 
Street and Castlereagh Street;  

(D) Council note that the Minister for Transport also committed to work with the City to finalise my 
proposal to reduce the speed limit on Oxford Street to 40km/hour between Taylor Square and 
College Street, and to not proceed with extending the pedestrian fence near Taylor Square;  

(E) Council agree that increasing open space, and providing more space for walking and cycling 
be included as a priority in the Social and Economic Recovery plan that my 4 May 2020 Lord 
Mayoral Minute asked the Chief Executive Officer to prepare;  

(F) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to reprioritise the capital works program to 
accommodate these new priorities and reflect this in the budget and long term financial plan 
that will be returned to Council in June 2020, including the project to pedestrianise George 
Street South (from Bathurst Street to Central);  

(G) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to investigate the opportunity to close a small 
number of city streets at lunch time where appropriate or temporarily widen footpaths to 
create more public space adjacent to food and beverage offerings, enabling clients and 
workers to get to and from work;  

(H) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to develop a proposal to convert part of Moore Park 
Golf Course into a public park by reducing the golf course from an 18 hole course to a nine 
hole course for a submission to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces; and  

(I) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to investigate new and alternative funding sources, 
including applying to Federal and State Governments for economic stimulus funding.   

COUNCILLOR CLOVER MOORE  

Lord Mayor  
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Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Scott – 

That the Minute by the Lord Mayor be endorsed and adopted. 

Amendment. Moved by Councillor Forster, seconded by Councillor Phelps – 

That the Minute be amended to include new clauses (C) and (F), each to read as follows –  

“the operation of the temporary cycleways be reviewed at 31 December 2020”.  

The amendment was lost on the following show of hands –  

Ayes (4)      Councillors Chung, Forster, Phelps and Vithoulkas 

Noes (6) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully and Thalis. 

Amendment lost. 

Procedural Motion 

Moved by Councillor Forster, seconded by Councillor Chung –  

That clause (H) of the Minute be voted on separately. 

The motion was lost on the following show of hands – 

Ayes (4) Councillors Chung, Forster, Phelps and Vithoulkas 

Noes (6) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, Thalis. 

Motion lost. 

Point of Order 

During discussion of this item, Councillor Chung raised a point of order, stating that, according to 
clause 7.6 of the Code of Meeting Practice, a Lord Mayoral Minute can only be moved on an item 
within the jurisdiction of the council or of which the council has official knowledge. 

The Chair (the Lord Mayor) did not uphold the point of order. 

Adjournment 

At this stage of the meeting, at 6.38pm, it was moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by 
Councillor Miller –  

That the meeting be adjourned for approximately 15 minutes. 

Carried unanimously. 

All Councillors were present at the resumption of the meeting of Council at 7.02pm. 
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Amendment. Moved by Councillors Phelps –  

That the Minute be amended such that an additional clause be added as clause (F), as follows –  

(F) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the relevant NSW Minister to request urgent 
reprogramming of the pedestrian walk lights in the CBD to facilitate more efficient pedestrian 
movement. 

The amendment lapsed for want of a seconder.  

Procedural Motion 

Moved by Councillor Chung, seconded by Councillor Forster –  

That clause (H) of the Minute be voted on separately. 

The motion was lost on the following show of hands – 

Ayes (4)  Councillors Chung, Forster, Phelps and Vithoulkas 

Noes (6)  The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, Thalis. 

Motion lost. 

The substantive Minute was carried on the following show of hands – 

Ayes (9) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scott, Scully, 
Thalis and Vithoulkas 

Noes (1)  Councillor Forster. 

Minute carried.  

S051491 
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Item 4   Memoranda by the Chief Executive Officer 

There were no Memoranda by the Chief Executive Officer for this meeting of Council. 
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Item 5   Matters for Tabling 

5.1 Disclosures of Interest 

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Miller – 

It is resolved that Disclosures of Interest returns will be received and noted following the 
resumption of in person meetings. 

Carried unanimously. 
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Item 6   Report of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee 

PRESENT 

The Lord Mayor Councillor Clover Moore 

(Chair) 

Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Jess Scully 

(Deputy Chair) 

Councillors Craig Chung, Robert Kok, Jess Miller, Prof Kerryn Phelps AM, Linda Scott, Prof Philip 
Thalis and Angela Vithoulkas. 

At the commencement of business at 2.06pm those present were - 

The Lord Mayor, Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scott, Scully, Thalis and Vithoulkas. 

Apologies 

Councillor Forster extended her apologies for her inability to attend the meeting of the Corporate, 
Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee.  

Moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Miller - 

That the apology from Councillor Forster be accepted and leave of absence from the meeting be 
granted. 

Carried unanimously. 

Councillor Phelps arrived at the meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders 
Committee at 2.10pm during discussion and before the vote on Item 6.2. 

Order of Business 

It was moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) –  

That the Order of Business be altered such that consideration of Item 3 on the agenda be deferred 
and dealt with at the end of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee meeting. 

Carried unanimously. 

Adjournment 

At 3.44pm, it was moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) seconded by Councillor Scully – 

That the meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee be adjourned for 
approximately 15 minutes. 

Carried unanimously. 

At the resumption of the meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee at 
4.02pm, those present were – 

The Lord Mayor, Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scott, Scully, Thalis and Vithoulkas.  
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Closed Meeting 

At 4.37pm, it was moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) –  

That the meeting be closed in accordance with the provisions of Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

Carried unanimously. 

Open Meeting 

At 5.00pm, the meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee was 
reopened to the public. 

Sub-Committee 

The Economic Development and Business Sub-Committee, with Councillor Kok as Deputy Chair, 
commenced at 5.02pm. 

The meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee and its Sub-Committee 
concluded at 5.31pm. 

Report of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee 

Moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Thalis – 

That the report of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee of its meeting of 11 
May 2020 be received, with Item 6.1 being noted, the recommendations set out below for Items 
6.3, 6.5 to 6.8 and 6.10 to 6.12 inclusive being adopted in globo, and Items 6.2, 6.4, 6.9 and 6.13 
being dealt with as shown immediately following those items. 

Carried unanimously. 

Item 6.1 

Disclosures of Interest 

Councillor Jess Scully disclosed a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 6.15 on the 
agenda, in relation to one of the recommended grant recipients, who sent her communication on 25 
February 2020 with details of their grant application. Councillor Scully stated that her staff removed 
the communication from her inbox and notified the organisation that this contact was not 
appropriate. This course of action was reported to the Office of the CEO and Director City Life. 
Councillor Scully does not have any active or formal ongoing relationship with the group. 

No other Councillors disclosed any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in any other matters on 
the agenda for this meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee. 
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The Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee recommended the following: 

Item 6.2 

Revised 2019/20 Operational Plan - Adoption 

Moved by Councillors Scully, seconded by Councillor Thalis – 

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council note the submissions received from the community on the exhibited draft Revised 
Operational Plan 2019/20 as included in Attachment A to the subject report;  

(B) Council adopt the draft Revised Operational Plan 2019/20 and budget, incorporating:  

(i) the revised grants program for 2019/20; and  

(ii) the revised Budget for 2019/20;  

(C) Council adopt a new category under which fees and charges can be waived or reduced, 
referred to as “COVID-19”, that enables the waiving or reducing fees or charges for the 
remainder of 2019/20 in response to the COVID-19 situation as it evolves;  

(D) Council note that the revised 2019/20 budgets include a reduction in the 2019/20 budgeted 
Operating Result from $112.9M to $77.9M and the Net Surplus from $36.5M to $1.5M, 
resulting from the increase to the CEO's Operating Expenditure budget by $35.0M; and  

(E) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve any minor editorial 
corrections prior to publication and authorise the relevant staff to implement any such 
corrections. 

Carried unanimously. 

X020943 

Item 6.3 

2019/20 Quarter 3 Review - Delivery Program 2017-2021 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note the financial performance of Council for the third quarter, ending 31 March 2020, 
including the Quarter 3 Net Surplus of $77.0M and the full year Net Surplus forecast of 
$23.1M, as outlined in the subject report and summarised in Attachment A to the subject 
report; 

(B) the City provide casual employees who have no or limited useful work to do and have had 
their City of Sydney earnings impacted by the pandemic with the same access to the Job 
Retention Allowance provisions provided to permanent part-time  employees as outlined in 
the Local Government (COVID-19) Splinter (Interim) Award 2020, with the Job Retention 
Allowance to be paid from the week commencing 1 June 2020;  

(C) Council note the Quarter 3 Capital Works expenditure of $115.2M and a revised full year 
forecast of $207.8M, and approve the proposed adjustments to the adopted budget, including 
bringing forward $4.5M of funds into 2019/20 capital budget, as detailed in Attachment B to 
the subject report; 
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(D) Council note the Information Services capital expenditure of $9.6M, net of disposals, and a 
full year forecast of $14.7M; 

(E) Council note the Quarter 3 Plant and Equipment expenditure of $9.1M, net of disposals, and 
the full year forecast of $15.5M; and approve a transfer of $1.2M of unspent motor vehicle 
funds to be repurposed to various equipment purchases; 

(F) Council note the Quarter 3 Property Divestment proceeds of $25.5M, and the full year 
forecast net Divestment of $23.6M; and 

(G) Council note the supplementary reports, including contracts issued over $50,000, major legal 
issues and the Quick Response, Banner Pole and Reduced Rate Grant Programs in Quarter 
3, as detailed in Attachment C to the subject report. 

Carried unanimously. 

S096187 

Item 6.4 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Program and Budget 2020/21 - Public Exhibition 

Moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Thalis – 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) endorse the suite of Integrated Planning and Reporting documents for public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days, including: 

(i) the draft Operational Plan 2020/21 as shown at Attachment A to the subject report; and 

(ii) the draft Resourcing Strategy 2020 as shown as Attachment B to the subject report; 

(B) endorse the draft Operating and Capital Budget, and future years' forward estimates, as 
reflected in the draft Operational Plan 2020/21 and draft Resourcing Strategy 2020 including: 

(i) operating income of $592.0M, operating expenditure before depreciation of $514.3M for 
an Operating Surplus of $77.7M, and a Net Surplus of $2.6M after allowing for interest, 
depreciation and capital contributions; 

(ii) Capital Works expenditure of $234.2M;  

(iii) a capital contingency of $5.0M; 

(iv) Plant and Assets net expenditure of $11.5M; 

(v) Information Technology Capital Works of $14.6M; and  

(vi) Net Property Acquisitions of $121.4M; and 

(C) endorse the proposed Rating Structure and Domestic Waste Management Charges, 
Stormwater Charges and User Fees and Charges discussed within the subject report and 
included within the draft Operational Plan 2020/21. 
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Amendment. Moved by Councillor Scott, seconded by Councillor Forster –  

That the motion be amended to include an additional clause (D), to read as follows –  

(D) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to seek community feedback during the public 
exhibition of the draft Operating and Capital Budget, specifically regarding: 

(i) the City borrowing money to ensure we continue to invest in infrastructure; and 

(ii) which of the possible future City infrastructure projects, identified in City policies and 
plans, or forecast in future City budgets, should be prioritised for completion in 2020/21. 

The amendment was lost on the following show of hands –  

Ayes (2)      Councillors Forster and Scott 

Noes (8) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillor Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scully, Thalis 
and Vithoulkas. 

Amendment. Moved by Councillor Phelps, seconded by Councillor Vithoulkas –  

That the motion be amended to read as follows –  

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) endorse the suite of Integrated Planning and Reporting documents for public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days, including: 

(i) the draft Operational Plan 2020/21 as shown at Attachment A to the subject report; and  

(ii) the draft Resourcing Strategy 2020 as shown as Attachment B to the subject report; 

(iii) but excluding the budget for the Office of the Lord Mayor pending an independent 
review; 

(B) not endorse the budget of $3.8M assigned to the Office of the Lord Mayor 2020/21, nor the 
forward estimates totalling $15.9M over the next four years, as proposed in the draft 
Operational Plan 2020/21 and draft Resourcing Strategy 2020; 

(C) direct the Chief Executive Officer to engage an external auditor to conduct an independent 
review of the effectiveness and transparency of the Councillors’ Expenses and Facilities 
Policy as applied to the Office of the Lord Mayor, including but not limited to: 

(i) an itemised account of the budget and all expenses attributed to the Office of the Lord 
Mayor; 

(iii) a review of the staffing requirements, benchmarked against other major cities in 
Australia; 

(iv) an investigation of the suitability of the placement of the City of Sydney’s Protocol 
Office by the Office of the Lord Mayor; and 

(v) suggestions for a reduction of the Lord Mayor’s Expense and Facility policy in view of 
Council’s budget restraints related to the current economic crisis; 

(D) direct the Chief Executive Officer to report the findings of the independent, external review to 
the Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee and to Council; 
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(E) endorse the remainder of the draft Operating and Capital Budget, and future years' forward 
estimates, as reflected in the draft Operational Plan 2020/21 and draft Resourcing Strategy 
2020 including: 

(i) operating income of $592.0M, operating expenditure before depreciation of $514.3M for 
an Operating Surplus of $77.7M, and a Net Surplus of $2.6M after allowing for interest, 
depreciation and capital contributions; 

(ii) Capital Works expenditure of $234.2M;  

(iii) a capital contingency of $5.0M; 

(iv) Plant and Assets net expenditure of $11.5M; 

(v) Information Technology Capital Works of $14.6M; and  

(vi) Net Property Acquisitions of $121.4M; and 

(F) endorse the proposed Rating Structure and Domestic Waste Management Charges, 
Stormwater Charges and User Fees and Charges discussed within the subject report and 
included within the draft Operational Plan 2020/21. 

The amendment was lost on the following show of hands –  

Ayes (3)      Councillors Chung, Forster and Phelps 

Noes (7) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, Thalis and 
Vithoulkas. 

Amendment lost. 

The substantive motion was carried unanimously. 

X025796 

Item 6.5 

Investments Held as at 31 March 2020 

It is resolved that the Investment Report as at 31 March 2020 be received and noted. 

Carried unanimously. 

X020701 
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Item 6.6 

Investments Held as at 30 April 2020 

It is resolved that the Investment Report as at 30 April 2020 be received and noted. 

Carried unanimously. 

X020701 

Item 6.7 

Proposed Land Transfers from the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment - Various Sites 

It is resolved that: 

(A) subject to clause (B), Council endorse the transfer of land listed below from the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure to the City of Sydney for nil or nominal consideration: 

(i) Blackwattle Bay Park, Glebe being Lot 4 in Deposited Plan 260204 (Map reference "A" 
on Attachment B); 

(ii) Blackwattle Playground, Glebe being Lot 2 Deposited Plan 597314 (Map reference "B" 
on Attachment B); 

(iii) Wilson Street Reserve #2, Newtown being Lot 5 in Deposited Plan 718234 (Map 
reference "C" on Attachment B); 

(iv) Fanny Place Playground, Surry Hills being Lot 2 in Deposited Plan 82 (Map reference 
"D" on Attachment B); and 

(v) Southern Cross Drive Reserve, Rosebery being Lot 3 in Deposited Plan 240490 and 
Lot 24 in Deposited Plan 248025 (Map reference "E" on Attachment B); 

(B) the proposed land transfers described in clause (A) be subject to: 

(i) completion of technical and legal due diligence to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive 
Officer; 

(ii) confirmation from the Department of Planning, on behalf of the Minister, that all 
conditions of consent in relation to the relevant sites have been met; and 

(iii) as part of the transfers, unencumbered freehold title, subject only to existing easements 
and tenancies, being transferred to the City; 
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(C) Council endorse public notification of a proposed resolution: "It is resolved to classify the 
following land parcels to be transferred to Council for public recreation purposes including: 

(i) Blackwattle Bay Park, Glebe being Lot 4 in Deposited Plan 260204; 

(ii) Blackwattle Playground, Glebe being Lot 2 in Deposited Plan 597314,  

(iii) Wilson Street Reserve #2, Newtown being Lot 5 in Deposited Plan 718234,  

(iv) Fanny Place Playground, Surry Hills being Lot 2 in Deposited Plan 82; and 

(v) Southern Cross Drive Reserve, Rosebery being Lot 3 in Deposited Plan 240490 and 
Lot 24 in Deposited Plan 248025 as community land with a park categorisation in 
accordance with sections 31 and 36(1) and (4)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993";  

(D) Council note that a further report to inform the outcomes of public notification and a 
recommendation on the classification to Council will follow a public notification period of 28 
days; and  

(E) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to finalise the due diligence and 
negotiate and finalise the terms of and enter into all documents necessary to give effect to the 
terms of this resolution in relation to the proposed transfers of land described in clause (A). 

Carried unanimously. 

X022185.007 

Item 6.8 

Land Classification - Various Lots, Macdonald Street Erskineville 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) classify four land parcels within Macdonald Street, Erskineville (Ashmore Precinct), to be 
transferred to Council for future public purposes as road and pedestrian link, being Lots 9, 10, 
12 and 13 in Deposited Plan 1251243, as operational land in accordance with section 31 of 
the Local Government Act 1993; and 

(B) note that upon completion of the public works over Lots 9, 10 and 13, a further report will 
follow to reclassify these lots as community with the categorisation of park.   

Carried unanimously. 

X025360 
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Item 6.9 

Lease Approval - Part 540 George Street, Sydney and Stratum Stair Access Town 
Hall - Woolworths Group Limited 

Note – The Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee decided that consideration of 
this matter shall be deferred to the meeting of Council on 18 May 2020. 

At the meeting of Council, it was moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor 
Scott –  

It is resolved that consideration of this item be deferred until the next meeting of Council in June. 

Carried unanimously. 

S098632 

Item 6.10 

Lease Approval - Kings Cross Police Station 

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council approve the granting of a lease to The Crown in the right of the State of NSW 
represented by the NSW Police Force for 1-7 Elizabeth Bay Road, Elizabeth Bay, premises 
known as Kings Cross Police Station. The proposed new lease is for an eight year term, with 
two additional options of three years each which would extend NSW Police Force tenure until 
30 June 2033; and  

(B) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer the 
terms of the lease, including in relation to exercise of the option term, in accordance with 
Attachment A to the subject report. 

Carried unanimously. 

S090986 
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Item 6.11 

Exemption from Tender - Head Contractor - The Crescent Lands at Johnstons Creek 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve an exemption from tender for the provision of construction services for the 
Crescent Lands at Johnstons Creek, Annandale, due to extenuating circumstances and 
accept the contract sum and contingency as stated in Confidential Attachment B to the 
subject report; 

(B) Council note the reasons a satisfactory result would not be achieved by inviting tenders 
below: 

(i) the integrity of the 2018 competitive tender process is still intact to allow negotiation 
with the next preferred tenderer; 

(ii) this allows for immediate discussion to begin and avoidance of a lengthy re-tender 
preparation, period and evaluation process; 

(iii) these negotiations can serve to discuss and confirm the balance of works to complete 
and reduce the final offer in a collaborative manner to achieve value for money; and 

(iv) there is a need for urgent action to recommence works following the liquidation of the 
previous contractor to reduce the cost of maintaining a dormant construction site and 
deliver a completed project for our community;  

(C) Council approve the increase in the overall project budget as outlined in Confidential 
Attachment B to the subject report; 

(D) Council approve the increase of the existing head design consultant contract contingency as 
outlined in Confidential Attachment B to the subject report; and 

(E) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer the 
contract with Tender A for the provision of construction services for the Crescent lands at 
Johnstons Creek, Annandale.  

Carried unanimously. 

S123802 

Item 6.12 

Tender - Design and Construction of Drying Green Park Above Ground Works, 
Green Square Town Centre 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council accept the tender offer of Tenderer B for the Design and Construction of Drying 
Green Park Above Ground Works, Green Square Town Centre for the price and contingency 
set out in Confidential Attachment A to the subject report; 

(B) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer the 
contracts relating to the tender; and 
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(C) Council approve the additional funds sought from the Future Open Space New Parks Capital 
Works Budget as outlined in Confidential Attachment A to the subject report. 

Carried unanimously. 

S118370 

Item 6.13 

Contract Variation - Operation of the City's Aquatic Leisure Centres - Belgravia 
Health and Leisure Group Pty Limited - Covid-19 Pandemic 

Moved by Councillor Scully, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) -  

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve a payment to Belgravia Health and Leisure Group Pty Limited for the amount 
detailed in Confidential Attachment A to the subject report for the salaries and wages of 
permanent and casual staff employed to work at the City's aquatic leisure centres for a period 
of two weeks commencing from Saturday 21 March to Friday 3 April 2020, inclusive; 

(B) Council approve a payment to Belgravia Health and Leisure Group Pty Limited for the amount 
detailed in Confidential Attachment A to the subject report for the operating costs for the 
period 21 March to 17 April 2020;  

(C) Council approve a contract variation with Belgravia Health and Leisure Group Pty Limited to 
provide essential asset maintenance and recovery planning services at a weekly cost as 
detailed in Confidential Attachment A to the subject report, effective from 18 April 2020 for the 
duration of the Covid-19 pandemic closure; and 

(D) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and enter into any contract 
documentation to give effect to the clauses above. 

The motion was carried on the following show of hands –  

Ayes (9) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Chung, Forster, Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, 
Thalis and Vithoulkas 

Noes (1)  Councillor Phelps. 

Motion carried. 

S100640.038 

Adjournment 

At this stage of the meeting, at 8.32pm, it was moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by 
Councillor Thalis –  

That the meeting be adjourned for approximately ten minutes. 

Carried unanimously. 

All Councillors were present at the resumption of the meeting of Council at 8.48pm. 
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Report of the Economic Development and Business Sub-Committee 

Moved by Councillor Kok, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) -  

That the report of the Economic Development and Business Sub-Committee of its meeting of 11 
May 2020 be received, with Items 6.14 and 6.15 being dealt with as shown immediately following 
that those items. 

Carried unanimously. 

The Economic Development and Business Sub-Committee recommended the following: 

Item 6.14 

Knowledge Exchange Sponsorship - Committee for Sydney - Precinct Vision for 
Kings Cross 

Moved by Councillor Kok, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) –  

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve a cash sponsorship of $40,000 (excluding GST) to The Committee for 
Sydney Incorporated for the Night-Time Precinct Vision for Kings Cross Project; and 

(B) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and enter into the 
sponsorship agreement with Committee for Sydney for the project described in clause (A). 

Variation. At the request of Councillor Chung, and by consent, the motion was varied such that it 
read as follows –  

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve a cash sponsorship of $40,000 (excluding GST) to The Committee for 
Sydney Incorporated for the Night-Time Precinct Vision for Kings Cross Project; 

(B) Council note the Committee for Sydney will partner with Ethos Urban, the Kings Cross Liquor 
Accord and Potts Point Partnership to deliver the project; and 

(C) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and enter into the 
sponsorship agreement with Committee for Sydney for the project described in clause (A). 

Carried unanimously. 

X034280 

Speaker 

Mr James Hulme addressed the meeting of the Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders 
Committee (Economic Development and Business Sub-Committee) on Item 6.14. 
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Item 6.15 

Knowledge Exchange Sponsorship - City Business Initiatives 

Moved by Councillor Kok, seconded by Councillor Thalis – 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve a cash sponsorship of $12,000 (excluding GST) to InCollaboration Pty Ltd to 
produce the Community Wealth Building forum;  

(B) Council approve a cash sponsorship of $10,000 (excluding GST) to Prismatik Pty Ltd to 
produce the Local Innovators Event Series;  

(C) Council approve a cash sponsorship of $30,000 (excluding GST) to Intersective Pty Ltd to 
produce the industry project program; and 

(D) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer 
sponsorship agreements with each organisation described in clauses (A) to (C). 

Carried unanimously. 

X030866 

Speakers 

Mr Beau Leese, Ms Shi Shi Truong and Ms Tirrania Suhood addressed the meeting of the 
Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee (Economic Development and Business 
Sub-Committee) on Item 6.15. 
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Item 7   Report of the Cultural and Community Committee 

PRESENT 

The Lord Mayor Councillor Clover Moore 

(Chair) 

Councillor Linda Scott 

(Deputy Chair) 

Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Jess Scully, Councillors Craig Chung, Robert Kok, Jess Miller, Prof 
Kerryn Phelps AM, Prof Philip Thalis and Angela Vithoulkas. 

At the commencement of business at 5:43pm those present were - 

The Lord Mayor, Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scott, Scully, Thalis and Vithoulkas. 

Apologies 

Councillor Forster extended her apologies for her inability to attend the meeting of the Cultural and 
Community Committee. 

Moved by Councillor Scott, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) - 

That the apology from Councillor Forster be accepted and leave of absence from the meeting be 
granted. 

Carried unanimously. 

Sub-Committees 

The Healthy Communities Sub-Committee, with Councillor Scott as Deputy Chair, commenced at 
5:44pm. 

The meeting of the Cultural and Community Committee and its Sub-Committee concluded at 6:05. 

Report of the Healthy Communities Sub-Committee 

Moved by Councillor Scott, seconded by Councillor Forster -  

That the report of the Healthy Communities Sub-Committee of its meeting of 11 May 2020 be 
received, with Item 7.1 being noted and Items 7.2 and 7.3 being dealt with as shown immediately 
following those items. 

Carried unanimously. 

Item 7.1 

Disclosures of Interest 

No Councillors disclosed any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the agenda for 
this meeting of the Cultural and Community Committee. 
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The Healthy Communities Sub-Committee recommended the following:- 

Item 7.2 

Community Services Grant - Funding to Address Homelessness in the Inner City 

Note – the recommendation of the Cultural and Community Committee was not adopted. The 
following alternative recommendation was adopted. 

Moved by Councillor Scott, seconded by Councillor Forster – 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve a cash grant to NSW Department of Communities and Justice of $1.2 million 
(excluding GST) for the delivery of specialist homelessness services in the inner city during 
the 2020/21 financial year;  

(B) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer an 
agreement with NSW Department of Communities and Justice in respect of the cash grant 
outlined in(A) above and roll over any funds yet to be expended and allocate to specialist 
homelessness services delivering positive outcomes; and 

(C) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the Premier and Minister Ward to congratulate them 
on meeting the Premier’s target of halving the number of people experiencing homelessness 
five years early, and to advocate for new funding for the development of public housing, and 
extended funding for the temporary accommodation Covid-19 scheme to ensure that rough 
sleepers continue to be housed beyond the pandemic, allowing them to transition into 
permanent housing.  

Carried unanimously. 

S116523 

Item 7.3 

Change to Meals on Wheels Service Area 

Moved by Councillor Scott, seconded by Councillor Thalis –  

It is resolved that: 

(A) the City of Sydney's Meals on Wheels service area is expanded to include the suburbs of 
Balmain, Birchgrove, Annandale, Leichhardt, Lilyfield, Camperdown, Rozelle and Tempe, 
currently serviced by Inner West Council from 1 July 2020; and 

(B) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer a 
revised agreement with the Commonwealth Department of Social Services in respect of the 
recommendation outlined in clause (A) above. 

Carried unanimously. 

S100814.001 
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Item 8   Report of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee 

PRESENT 

The Lord Mayor Councillor Clover Moore 

(Chair) 

Councillor Prof Philip Thalis 

(Deputy Chair) 

Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Jess Scully, Councillors Craig Chung, Robert Kok, Jess Miller, Prof 
Kerryn Phelps AM, Linda Scott, and Angela Vithoulkas. 

At the commencement of business at 6.05pm those present were - 

The Lord Mayor, Councillors Chung, Kok, Miller, Phelps, Scott, Scully, Thalis and Vithoulkas. 

Apologies 

Councillor Forster extended her apologies for her inability to attend the meeting of the Transport, 
Heritage and Planning Committee.  

Moved by Councillor Thalis, seconded by Councillor Scott - 

That the apology from Councillor Forster be accepted and leave of absence from the meeting be 
granted. 

Carried unanimously. 

The meeting of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee concluded at 7.09pm. 

Report of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee 

Moved by Councillor Thalis, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) – 

That the report of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee of its meeting of 11 May 2020 
be received, with Item 8.1 being noted, the recommendations set out below for Items 8.2, 8.3 and 
8.5 to 8.7 inclusive being adopted, and Item 8.4 being dealt with as shown immediately following 
that item.  

Carried unanimously. 

Item 8.1 

Disclosures of Interest 

Councillor Jess Scully declared a less than significant, non-pecuniary interest in Item 8.6 on the 
agenda, as she worked on this project in its early stages but has not had any involvement with the 
project for a long time. 

No other Councillors disclosed any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the 
agenda for this meeting of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee.  
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Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political Donations) Act 2008 

No disclosures were made by any members of the public at this meeting of the Transport, Heritage 
and Planning Committee. 

The Committee recommended the following:- 

Item 8.2 

Public Exhibition – Planning Proposal – 55 Pitt Street, Sydney - Sydney Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 and Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 Amendment 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve Planning Proposal - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney, shown at Attachment A to the 
subject report, to be submitted to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces with a request 
for gateway determination; 

(B) Council approve Planning Proposal - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney shown at Attachment A to the 
subject report for public authority consultation and public exhibition in accordance with any 
conditions imposed under the gateway determination; 

(C) Council seek authority from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces to exercise the 
delegation of all of the functions under section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 to make the local environmental plan and to put into effect Planning 
Proposal - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney; 

(D) Council approve the draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney, 
shown at Attachment B to the subject report for public authority consultation and public 
exhibition concurrent with the Planning Proposal; 

(E) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor variations to 
Planning Proposal - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney, following receipt of the gateway determination; 

(F) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor variations to Draft 
Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 - 55 Pitt Street, Sydney to correct any drafting errors 
or ensure it is consistent with the Planning Proposal following the gateway determination; and 

(G) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to prepare a draft planning agreement in 
accordance with the letter of offer dated 2 April 2020 at Attachment C to the subject report, 
and the requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, to be 
exhibited concurrently with the Planning Proposal and draft Development Control Plan for the 
site. 

Carried unanimously. 

X027614 
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Item 8.3 

Un-Deferral of Planning Controls - 6-12 O'Riordan Street, 320-322 Botany Road and 
324 Botany Road Alexandria (Green Square Town Centre) and Public Exhibition of 
Draft Planning Agreement 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note that Toga, the landowner of 6-12 O'Riordan Street and 324 Botany Road, 
Alexandria, and the future landowner of 320-322 Botany Road, has made an offer to enter 
into a planning agreement to deliver the following public benefits: 

(i) monetary contribution of $6,165,059 as at December 2019 (value to be indexed to CPI) 
towards essential infrastructure, less the cost of public domain works delivered by the 
developer; 

(ii) dedication of approximately 583 square metres of land for the future Transport Place 
around the Green Square train station; 

(iii) dedication of approximately 24 square metres of land to facilitate a 1.4 metre setback to 
Botany Road;  

(iv) dedication of approximately 126 square metres of land to facilitate a 2.4 metre setback 
to O'Riordan Street;  

(v) developer's works to construct future footpaths and embellishment of land for Transport 
Place; and 

(vi) design and construction of any proposed building to meet the City's Green 
Infrastructure requirements for recycled water, energy efficiency and air conditioning 
refrigerant; 

(B) Council note the final terms of the planning agreement are currently being negotiated and, 
once terms are finalised, the Chief Executive Officer will prepare, publicly exhibit, enter into 
and register on the title of land a planning agreement in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979; and 

(C) Council request the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces un-defer the land at 6-12 
O'Riordan Street, 320-322 Botany Road and 324 Botany Road, Alexandria, from Sydney 
Local Environmental Plan (Green Square Town Centre - Stage 2) 2013 and give effect to 
Planning Proposal: Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Green Square Town Centre) - 
Sites 301 Botany Road, 501 Botany Road, 509 Botany Road, 3 Joynton Avenue, 511-515 
Botany Road, 97-115 Portman Street, 811 Elizabeth Street, Zetland; 312-318 Botany Road, 
320-322 Botany Road, 324 Botany Road, 318A Botany Road, 6-12 O'Riordan Street and 2A 
Bourke Road, Alexandria, to the extent that it applies to the subject land, subject to execution 
of a planning agreement consistent with the terms detailed in (A), and following the 
registration of the planning agreement on the title of the land. 

Carried unanimously.  

Speakers 

Mr Paul Shaw addressed the meeting of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee on Item 
8.3.  

X025625 
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Item 8.4 

Post Exhibition - Planning Proposal – 1-11 Oxford Street, Paddington – Sydney 
Local Environmental Plan 2012 and Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 
Amendment 

Note – the recommendation of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee was not adopted. 
The following alternative recommendation was adopted (as contained in the memorandum dated 
15 May 2020 from the Director City Planning, Development and Transport, circulated prior to the 
meeting) -  

Moved by Councillor Thalis, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) – 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note matters raised in response to the public exhibition of the Planning Proposal: 1-
11 Oxford Street, Paddington and draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012: 1-11 Oxford 
Street, Paddington, as detailed in this report and as shown in Attachment E to the subject 
report; 

(B) Council approve the Planning Proposal: 1-11 Oxford Street, Paddington, as shown at 
Attachment A, to be made as a local environmental plan under S3.36 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979; 

(C) Council approve the draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012: 1-11 Oxford Street, 
Paddington, as shown at Attachment B, subject to the amendment of public domain, green 
roof, loading, servicing and access provisions Section 6.3.x.x subclause (2) to read ‘Four new 
trees are to be provided on Oxford Street, as shown in ‘Figure 6.xx: 1-11 Oxford Street, 
Paddington – Public domain, loading, servicing and access’ and a replacement full width 
awning is provided that improves pedestrian amenity (sun and rain protection), is sympathetic 
to heritage and accommodates the new trees.’, noting that it will come into effect on the date 
of publication of the subject Local Environmental Plan, in accordance with Clause 21 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000; and 

(D) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor amendments to 
Planning Proposal: 1-11 Oxford Street, Paddington and draft Sydney Development Control 
Plan 2012: 1-11 Oxford Street, Paddington to correct any minor errors or omissions prior to 
finalisation. 
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Amendment. Moved by Councillor Phelps – 

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council note matters raised in response to the public exhibition of the Planning Proposal: 1-
11 Oxford Street, Paddington and draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012: 1-11 Oxford 
Street, Paddington, as detailed in this report and as shown in Attachment E to the subject 
report;  

(B) Council defer approval of the Planning Proposal: 1-11 Oxford Street, Paddington, as shown 
at Attachment A, until a revised, detailed Traffic Management Plan including, but not limited 
to, a quantified impact of the number and type of patrons accessing the proposed 
development, the impact on traffic flow in the area, and the feasibility of deliveries to the site 
as currently planned given the multi-use nature of the development, is provided and reviewed 
by Council and Transport for NSW; and 

(C) Council defer approval of the draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012: 1-11 Oxford 
Street, Paddington, as shown at Attachment B, pending review of the revised Traffic 
Management Plan. 

The amendment lapsed for want of a seconder.  

The substantive motion was carried on the following show of hands –  

Ayes (9) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Chung, Forster, Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, 
Thalis, and Vithoulkas 

Noes (1)      Councillor Phelps 

Motion carried.  

Speakers 

Mr Tim Greer and Mr Giovanni Cirillo addressed the meeting of the Transport, Heritage and 
Planning Committee on Item 8.4.  

X021737 
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Item 8.5 

Award of Heritage Floor Space - Queen Victoria Building 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve the Queen Victoria Building Conservation Management Plan, prepared by 
Urbis Pty Ltd, dated 8 August 2019, as required by the Sydney Local Environmental Plan 
2012 and provided at Attachment C to the subject report; 

(B) Council approve the award of 21,238.80 square metres of heritage floor space subject to: 

(i) placing covenants on the title, as required Clause 6.10 of the Sydney Local 
Environmental Plan 2012, to ensure that no development will occur on the site that 
either:  

(a) increases the total floor area of the building; or  

(b) increases the height of the building; 

(ii) placing covenants on title that ensure the continued maintenance and conservation of 
the building in accordance with the policies of the Queen Victoria Building Conservation 
Management Plan, prepared by Urbis Pty Ltd, dated 8 August 2019. This covenant 
must include a requirement for the ongoing provision of adequate insurance and 
funding for ongoing maintenance as required by the Sydney Development Control Plan 
2012; and 

(C) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to confirm the calculation of the final 
award and finalise the deed and required covenants in accordance with (B) above. 

Carried unanimously. 

X025781 

Item 8.6 

Traffic Treatment - Proposed Permanent Road Closure - Loftus Lane, Sydney 

It is resolved that Council approve the permanent road closure of Loftus Lane, Sydney, between 
Custom House Lane and Loftus Lane (South), to vehicular traffic. 

Carried unanimously. 

S120932  
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Item 8.7 

Fire Safety Reports 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note the contents of the Fire Safety Report Summary Sheet, as shown at Attachment A to the 
subject report;  

(B) note the inspection reports by Fire and Rescue NSW, as shown at Attachments B to H of the 
subject report; 

(C) exercise its power under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to issue a 
Fire Safety Order as recommended by the City's Investigation Officer to address the identified 
fire safety deficiencies in 13-19 Glebe Street, Glebe, as detailed in Attachment B; 

(D) not exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 at this time but note the compliance action taken and as recommended 
by the City's Investigation Officer in 165 Pitt Street, Sydney, as detailed in Attachment C; 

(E) not exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 at this time but note the compliance action taken and as recommended 
by the City's Investigation Officer in 123-129 Clarence Street, Sydney, as detailed in 
Attachment D; 

(F) not exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 at this time but note the compliance action taken and as recommended 
by the City's Investigation Officer in 55 Pirrama Road, Pyrmont, as detailed in Attachment E; 

(G) exercise its power under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to issue a 
Fire Safety Order as recommended by the City's Investigation Officer to address the identified 
fire safety deficiencies in 12 Darling Drive, Sydney, as detailed in Attachment F; 

(H) exercise its power under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to issue a 
Fire Safety Order as recommended by the City's Investigation Officer to address the identified 
fire safety deficiencies in 61-63 Market Street, Sydney, as detailed in Attachment G; and 

(I) not exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 at this time but note the compliance action taken and as recommended 
by the City's Investigation Officer in 122-124 Flinders Street, Darlinghurst, as detailed in 
Attachment H; 

Carried unanimously.  

S105001.002 
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Item 9   Covid-19 Relief Grants Program 

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Scully – 

It is resolved that: 

(A) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve the cash and 
recommendations for the Cultural Sector Resilience Grant program as per Attachment A to 
the subject report; 

(B) Council note the applicants who were not successful in obtaining a cash grant in 2019/20 for 
the Cultural Sector Resilience Grant program as per Attachment B to the subject report; 

(C) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve the cash and 
recommendations for the Creative Fellowships Fund as per Attachment C to the subject 
report; 

(D) Council note the applicants who were not successful in obtaining a cash grant in 2019/20 for 
the Creative Fellowships Fund as per Attachment D to the subject report; 

(E) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve the cash and 
recommendations for the Small Business Grant as per Attachment E; 

(F) Council note the applicants who were not successful in obtaining a cash grant in 2019/20 for 
the Small Business Grant as per Attachment F to the subject report; 

(G) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve the cash and 
recommendations for the Community Services Grant as per Attachment G to the subject 
report; 

(H) Council note the applicants who were not successful in obtaining a cash grant in 2019/20 for 
the Community Services Grant as per Attachment H to the subject report;  

(I) Council note the Quick Response Grant's Covid-19 offering will close immediately whilst 
applications are assessed and finalised as there are sufficient applications to exhaust the 
budget; 

(J) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and administer 
agreements with any recipient approved for a grant under terms consistent with this 
resolution and the Grants and Sponsorship Policy as outlined in clauses (A) through (H) 
above; 

(K) Council request that the proposed budget and operational plan for 2020/21 to be presented to 
Council in June 2020 include an additional  $2,168,325 in the 2020/21 Grants budget to fund 
additional grants recommended for approval in 2020/21;  

(L) Council note that applications received as part of the current grant round be considered for 
the additional grants program in 2020/21, subject to adoption of a budget and operational 
plan which incorporates the additional funding; 
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(M) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to approve the staff recommendations 
for the Creative Fellowships Fund, the Small Business Grant and the Community Services 
Grant for issue in 2020/21, subject to adoption of a budget and operational plan which 
incorporates the additional funding for these programs, including the to negotiate, execute 
and administer agreements under terms consistent with the Grants and Sponsorship Policy; 

(N) Council note that some of the applicants noted as not recommended for approval in the 
subject report will receive grants in 2020/21; and 

(O) Council note that the Chief Executive Officer will report back on the outcome of the additional 
grants made in accordance with clause (M) above by way of CEO Update. 

Carried unanimously. 

S117676 
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Item 10   Questions on Notice 

 

Council Owned Properties   

1.  By Councillor Forster  

Question  

Can the Chief Executive Officer please provide an updated list of all Council-owned properties 
including their occupancy status?  

S129269  

Answer by the Chief Executive Officer  

 

Status   Total   Comments   

Occupied  160     

Leasing in Progress / Under 

Negotiation  

6  Vacant community buildings subject to 

Accommodation Grants EOI; offers 

received or issued.   

Divestment List   1   Sale process underway   

Project Related   9  Vacant because of capital works projects: 
Construction in progress or completed or  
awaiting project commencement  

Un-Occupiable   3   Designated for demolition  

Not Applicable (N/A)  41  Public Toilets, Brick Kilns, Grandstands, 

Rotundas and Lifts   

Total   220     
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Solar Panel Changes   

2.  By Councillor Scott  

Question  

Noting the Planning Minister’s announcement regarding solar panel amendments to the State 
Environment Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 please advise:  

1. What is the revised process for City residents and businesses to install solar panels?   

2. Broken down by suburb, which City of Sydney suburbs will have areas that were previously 
prevented from having solar panels that are now permitted to install solar panels?   

3. Within each suburb, please advise how many square metres of space will be newly eligible 
for solar panel installation?  

4. Which City-owned properties will be able to seek approval for the installation of solar panels, 

which were previously prevented from installing them?     

5. What adjustments or other changes the City will need to make in response to the 
implementation of this regulation?  

S129275  

Answer by the Chief Executive Officer  

1. Previously only systems under 10kW could be installed without approval. Systems larger than 
this needed approval either through a Complying Development Certificate or a Development 
Application. The 10kW limit has now been removed, so larger systems can be installed 
without approval provided they meet the other requirements of the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP) Infrastructure 2007.  

2. No material change - there were no areas in the City of Sydney prevented from installing 
solar panels before.  

3. There will be no change to the amount of roof space available. Residents will now be able to 
install solar systems larger than 10kW without the need for approval, provided they meet the 
other requirements of SEPP Infrastructure 2007.   

4. The amendment to the SEPP Infrastructure 2007 removes the 100kW size requirement for 

systems that are installed by or on behalf of a public authority. This would allow for all City–
owned properties to have solar systems installed as exempt development, as long as they 
comply with the other requirements of SEPP Infrastructure 2007. Previously, systems over 
100kW were required to be approved through a Development Application.    

5. No changes are needed in response to the amendments to SEPP Infrastructure 2007. 
However, the City could undertake internal and external promotion of the amendments, to 
support the City’s target to be net zero emissions by 2040.   
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Off Leash Dog Parks  

3.  By Councillor Scott  

Question  

Broken down by year since 2004, please detail how many City parks have been changed to dog off 
leash, and list them. Please also detail which City parks are designated to be converted to dog off 
leash parks, and when they are due to be implemented?  

S129275  

Answer by the Chief Executive Officer  

The City has no current proposals to designate parks off-leash.   

The list below details parks designated off-leash since 2004.  

2006 – 3 parks designated off-leash:  

 Joynton Park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Embarkation Park designated off-leash during opening hours (sunrise to sunset);  

 Edmund Resch Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

2008 – 34 parks designated off-leash  

 Alexandria Park designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 Perry Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Beaconsfield Park designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 Cook and Phillip Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Green Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Charles Kernan Reserve designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 Macleay Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Harry Noble Reserve designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 Green Bans Park designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 Solander Park designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted)  

 J.V McMahon Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Canal Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Bicentennial Park (west) designated off-leash at all times  

 Federal Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Blackwattle Bay Park (Glebe Foreshore Walk) designated off-leash at all times  

 Pope Paul Reserve designated off-leash at all times  
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 Lawrence Hargrave Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Munn Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Observatory Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Giba Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Gibbons St Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Southern Cross Drive Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Tarrakan Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Sydney Park designated off-leash at all times, (previously time restricted areas)  

 Frog Hollow designated off-leash at all times  

 Harmony Park designated off-leash at all times  

 James Hilder Reserve designated off-leash at all times  

 Fig Lane Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Mary-Anne St Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Wentworth Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Waterloo Park (Mt Carmel) designated off-leash at all times  

 Crown Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Victoria Park, the southern section of the park designated off-leash between 6pm and 8am  

 Hollis Park designated off-leash between 4:30pm and 9:30pm  

2009 – 2 parks designated off-leash  

 Isabella Hills Rest Area designated off-leash at all times  

 Beare Park designated off-leash between 4:30pm and 9:30am  

2010 – 6 parks designated off-leash  

 Redfern Park designated off-leash between 4:30pm and 9:30am;  

 Eddie Ward Park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Pirrama Park two grass areas within the park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Waterfront Park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Metcalfe Park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Rushcutters Bay Park designated off-leash between 4:30pm and 9:30am  

2011 – 1 park designated off-leash  

 Hugo Street Reserve, enclosed section of the park designated off-leash at all times  
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2012 – 1 park designated off-leash  

 Prince Alfred Park, an area within the park was designated off-leash    

2018 – 2 parks designated off-leash  

 Rosebank Park designated off-leash at all times;  

 Sweetacres Park designated off-leash at all times  

2019 – 2 parks designated off-leash  

 Rope Walk Park designated off-leash at all times  

 Hollis Park designated off-leash at all times (previously time restricted)  

 

City of Sydney Christmas Party Budget   

4.  By Councillor Phelps  

Question  

In November and December 2019, the City hosted a number of Christmas events to celebrate the 

holiday.  

Could the Chief Executive Officer please:  

1. Provide an itemised list of the date, purpose, location and cost of each event, including but 

not limited to community Christmas events, Lord Mayoral receptions and cocktail events, 
hosted in November and December 2019.  

2. From what budget was the funding of these events allocated?  

S129272  

Answer by the Chief Executive Officer  

 

Event  Date  Purpose  Location  Cost  Budget  

Christmas in 

the City  

Saturday 23  

November  

6.30pm –  

9.30pm  

Free 
familyfriendly 
event to 
launch of the 
Sydney 
Christmas  
Season  

  

Martin Place,  

Pitt Street  

(including  

PSM) and  

King Street  

$563,184  Events  

Sydney  

Christmas 

Children’s 

Concert  

Saturday 30  

November   

6.30pm –  

8.30pm  

Free children’s 

concert to 

celebrate 

Christmas  

Prince Alfred  

Park  

Chalmers  

Street, Surry  

Hills  

$89,943  Events  
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Event  Date  Purpose  Location  Cost  Budget  

Rosebery  

Village  

Concert  

Sunday 1  

December   

6.30pm –  

8.30pm  

Free family 
friendly  
Christmas 

concert and 

celebrations 

for the local 

community  

Turruwul Park  

Rothschild  

Avenue,  

Rosebery  

$84,567  Events  

Rushcutters  

Bay Village   

Concert  

Friday 6  

December    

6.30pm –  

8.30pm  

Free family 
friendly  
Christmas 
concert and 
celebrations  
for the local 

community  

Reg Bartley  

Oval  

Waratah  

Street,  

Rushcutters  

Bay  

  

  

  

$83,663  Events  

Pyrmont  

Village  

Concert  

Saturday 7  

December  

6.30pm –  

8.30pm  

Free family 
friendly  
Christmas 
concert and 
celebrations  
for the local 

community  

Pirrama Park  

Pirrama  

Road,  

Pyrmont  

$87,953  Events  

Alexandria  

Village  

Concert  

Friday 13  

December   

6.30pm –  

8.30pm  

Free family 
friendly  
Christmas 
concert and 
celebrations  
for the local 
community  
  

  

  

  

  

  

Alexandria  

Park  

Buckland  

Street,  

Alexandria  

$82,785  Events  

Green  

Square  

Christmas  

Fair  

Saturday 14  

December   

6.00pm –  

10.00pm  

Evening 

Christmas 

market 

showcasing 

local and 

regional 

artisans, food 

producers, 

artists and 

other 

businesses  

Green Square 

Plaza  

$98,029  Events  
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Event  Date  Purpose  Location  Cost  Budget  

Stakeholders  

Christmas 

Reception  

Thursday 21  

November  

2019  

6.00pm –  

8.00pm  

Reception for 
and to thank 
City  
Businesses 
and  
Stakeholders 

who work with 

the City  

Sydney Town  

Hall  

$43,805  

  

Protocol  

  

Community  

Christmas 

Reception  

Sunday 1  

December  

2019  

2.00pm –  

4.00pm  

Reception for 
and to thank  
leaders of 
community 
organisations  
and 

individuals 

who work with 

the City and 

community   

Sydney Town  

Hall  

$61,821  Protocol  

  

City of  

Sydney Staff  

Reception  

Friday 6  

December  

2019  

5.30pm –  

7.30pm  

Reception for  

City of Sydney  

Staff  

Sydney Town  

Hall  

$51,697  

  

Workforce 

Services  
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Item 11   Supplementary Answers to Previous Questions 

Supplementary Answers to Questions on Notice are as follows: 

Question on Notice – Council 9 March 2020 

City Advertising 

5. By Councillor Scott 

Question 

Detail the City of Sydney’s total advertising spend on print media, separated by publication for the 
following years 

 2019 

 2018 

 2017 

 2016 

Detail the City of Sydney’s total advertising spend on online media, separated by publication for the 
following years 

 2019 

 2018 

 2017 

 2016 

Who is delegated to approve expenditure on advertising? 

S129275 

Answer by the Chief Executive Officer 

This information will take some time to compile. A CEO Update will be provided to Councillors 
when the information is available. 

Supplementary Answer 

Advertising is purchased across a range of business units at the City, mostly for statutory 
advertising obligations. These include items such as development applications, recruitment of 
senior positions and regulatory requirements for advertising such as the annual publication of 
Council meeting dates. 
 
Advertising expenditure is approved across the relevant business units, according to the register of 
delegations. 
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The City’s total advertising spend on print media, by publication for the years 2019, 2018, 2017 and 
2016 is below. 

 

Publication Calendar Year 
 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 

AdNews $2,971.82 $2,975.00 $2,997.00 $3,720.00 

AFR 

Australian Chinese 

$23,913.67 $50,326.48 $54,529.09 $7,493.22 

Daily $870.00    

Brisbane Courier Mail $3,588.18    

Central Courier $208,235.92 $192,141.70 $160,854.56 $61,115.85 

Chieu Duong-Sunrise 
Daily 

 

$1,372.73 

 

$1,375.45 

 

$1,375.50 
 

City Hub $20,765.43 $16,541.44 $9,900.19 $4,206.36 

Daily Telegraph $88,698.78 $72,502.78 $79,946.85 $102,045.89 

Epoch Times $913.00 $913.00 $913.00 $915.00 
 

    

Government Gazette $152.73  $112.00  

Hanho Korean Daily $1,681.00 $1,563.00 $1,563.00 $3,126.36 

Inner West Courier $112,796.55 $105,422.12 $79,821.03 $58,185.77 

Koori Mail $4,147.20 $1,357.00 $3,034.71  

LOTL $2,612.73 $873.00   

Melbourne Age $2,486.75   $1,092.89 

NSW Government Gazette $315.84 $811.82  

Ruam Thai $1,000.00 $1,003.00 $1,003.00 $2,006.36 

Sing Tao $1,499.09 $2,998.18 $1,499.09 

Southern Courier $49,139.91 $54,597.85 $36,135.28 $6,978.18 

Sunrise Daily   $2,750.91 

Star Observer $5,683.00 $2,563.00   

SX Magazine $5,363.00 $1,926.00   

Sun Herald  $18,232.03  

Sunday Telegraph  $27,932.16  

Sydney Morning 

Herald $710,775.81 

 

$553,135.28 

 

$524,309.38 

 

$637,261.33 

The Australian $60,714.75 $6,766.56 $6,805.24 $11,248.00 

The Grafton Examiner $1,198.50    
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The Senior $550.00 

The South Sydney 

Herald $1,320.00 

 

 

$463.00 

 

 

$963.00 

 

Wentworth Courier $185,037.40 $149,032.43 $117,591.15 $96,224.35 

 

 
TOTAL per year 
 

   

(excluding GST) $1,495,988.84 $1,217,293.02 $1,131,828.18 $999,869.56 

 
 

The City’s online media is purchased using programmatic targeting. Using a variety of methods 
including contextual targeting, keyword targeting, audience targeting, geo-targeting and retargeting, 
ads are served across a wide range of channels. 

The City’s on online media expenditure is outlined for the years 2019, 2018, 2017 and 2016 below. 

 
 

ONLINE 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Google $82,671 $81,845 $96,252 $63,798 

Facebook $170,180 $201,762 $167,171 $137,172 

Display advertising $158,927 $10,825 $12,942 $47,260 

Niche publications $0 $0 $10,045 $21,818 

Online job boards $96,783 $96,444 $137,893 $102,283 
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Procedural Motion 

Moved by the Chair (the Lord Mayor), seconded by Councillor Scully –  

That, as it was now 9.57pm, and in accordance with clause 16.3(a) of the Code of Meeting 
Practice, the remaining items of business on the agenda (Items 12.1 to 12.10 inclusive) be deferred 
to the next ordinary meeting of Council. 

The motion was carried on the following show of hands: 

Ayes (8) The Chair (the Lord Mayor), Councillors Forster, Kok, Miller, Scott, Scully, Thalis and 
Vithoulkas 

Noes (2) Councillors Chung and Phelps. 

Motion carried. 
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At 9.58 pm the meeting concluded. 

Chair of a meeting of the Council of the City 
of Sydney held on Monday 29 June 2020 at which 

meeting the signature herein was subscribed. 
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Item 12.1 

Notices of Motion 

Redirection of Council Notices 

By Councillor Chung 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the NSW Government recently made a series of regulatory changes to ensure 
council resources continue to be focused on frontline Covid-19 response efforts 
and allow councils to provide financial relief to businesses and residents; 

(ii) the changes acknowledge that councils are redirecting resources to ensure the 
delivery of essential services to their communities. Amendments to local 
government regulations include removing the requirement for council notices to 
be advertised in newspapers and instead allow the relevant notice to be 
published on the council's website; and 

(iii) the 17 April 2020 CEO Update advised that the City’s total advertising spend on 
print media for 2019 was $999,869.56; 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to redirect council notices (with the exception 
of statutorily required notices) to the City of Sydney's website and use the City of 
Sydney's social media channels to promote this change; and 

(C) Council note that from time to time some newspaper advertising may be required for 
event related activity including directions on where to look for travel planning advice for 
major events (and any other appropriate activities) and that the City is not precluded 
from undertaking this advertising if considered appropriate. 

S129259 

272



Council 18 May 2020 
 

 

Item 12.3 

Notices of Motion 

Safer Cladding for City Buildings 

By Councillor Scott 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the NSW Government has delayed the Design and Building Practitioner’s Bill 
and the Residential Apartments (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Bill 
legislation, both which seek to provide safer building standards; 

(ii) in light of the NSW Government’s decision to fast track developments to take 
advantage of the unique circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, there is the 
potential for an increased number of developments to be constructed;  

(iii) these fast tracked projects will be constructed under the same legislative and 
regulatory controls as those in place during the construction of the Opal Tower; 
and 

(iv) Local Government NSW has advocated for the Design and Building 
Practitioner’s Bill and the Residential Apartments (Compliance and Enforcement 
Powers) Bill to be considered and passed by the NSW Parliament as soon as 
possible, to ensure tighter regulations that will reduce the risk of unsafe buildings 
so that the effects of dangerously made buildings are not felt by future owners 
and residents for years to come; 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to provide Council with an update on all 
buildings in the City of Sydney with flammable cladding or significant building safety 
concerns known to the Cityl, and whether any known plans of management are 
required or in place to ensure the building meets relevant safety standards, via the 
CEO Update; and  

(C) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the NSW Premier and the NSW Leader of the 
Opposition to request the Design and Building Practitioner’s Bill and the Residential 
Apartments (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Bill are considered by Parliament 
during May and not delayed until later in 2020.  
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Item 12.4 

Notices of Motion 

Investigation of Alternative Financing Options  

By Councillor Forster 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the World Health Organisation has declared Coronavirus (Covid-19) a global 
pandemic, and its impacts on the health of the Australian community and 
economy have become acute; 

(ii) to date, the City has made a significant financial commitment to support the local 
community during the ongoing pandemic, totalling $72.5 million; and 

(iii) the final quarter of the City's 2019/20 budget and the 2020/21 budget will be 
significantly impacted by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to investigate a range of financing options 
available to the City, which would be in addition to cost savings, to ensure Council’s 
long-term financial sustainability including, but not limited to, flexible TCorp loans and 
other arrangements such as the sale of City property. 
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Item 12.5 

Notices of Motion 

Increasing the City's Covid-19 Response Grant Amounts 

By Councillor Forster 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) on 30 March 2020, the City proposed an amended grants program at an 
Extraordinary Meeting in response to the Covid-19 pandemic; 

(ii) in the 2019/20 financial year, the City budgeted $10.4 million for existing grants 
programs to support cultural, creative, business and community organisations. 
These existing grants will be honoured, regardless of whether the organisation is 
able to deliver its program due to the effects of Covid-19, to support the viability 
of the various sectors supported; 

(iii) the revised budget proposes to increase that figure by $8.5 million including the 
establishment of new grant funding initiatives, as well as several donations to 
support vulnerable communities; 

(iv) the new grant funding initiatives were open for applications in early April and 
closed on 27 April 2020 with each category in extreme demand; 

(v) the Cultural Sector Resilience Grant Program had a budget of $2.25 million and 
approximately $3.1 million was requested by applicants; 

(vi) the Creative Fellowships Fund had a budget of $1 million and approximately $6 
million was requested by applicants; 

(vii) the Small Business Grant Program had a budget of $2 million and approximately 
$28 million was requested by applicants; 

(viii) the Community Service Grants had a budget of $1.5 million and approximately 
$8 million was requested by applicants; 

(ix) the Quick Response Grants had a budget of $500,000 and approximately $1.4 
million was requested by applicants; and 

(x) the State Government has announced that the reopening of the economy will be 
a slow and phased process meaning that there will be a need for ongoing 
support for the city's small business and cultural sector for some time to come; 
and 

(B) Council approve an increase in the aforementioned grant categories from the City's 
future years' operational contingency budget to reflect the demand for financial support 
within the community. 
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Item 12.6 

Notices of Motion 

Public Libraries Adapting to Covid-19 

By Councillor Scott 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) NSW Health Orders and physical distancing requirements have forced our City 
libraries to temporarily close, however the City has continued to offer library 
services and transfer some of our invaluable services online; 

(ii) the City has continued to provide key services such as the Home Library to our 
vulnerable community, however due to safety reasons some library services 
have been discontinued; 

(iii) online borrowing has increased by 74 per cent compared to this time last year, 
across all resources including movie streaming through Kanopy, initiatives in 
conjunction with the NSW State Library such as IndyReads, transferring rhyme 
time/storyline online and allowing for safe in-person book collection through 
'Reserve & Collect'; 

(iv) library staff have also answered thousands of emails responding to community 
members and assisting the elderly who have limited technological literacy; 

(v) a range of Sydney councils have expanded their previous services, continuing to 
allow homeless people, who cannot afford their own device, access to a PC and 
an internet connection. This has been done during restricted hours, with frequent 
cleansing of used areas and enforcing social distancing between terminals; 

(vi) councils have supported their libraries to transfer writer, illustrator and other 
creatives talks or content online through workshops and/or webinars; and 

(vii) libraries have undergone 'weed and seed' initiatives, to collect the older titles 
from the shelves, and make room for new collections providing must needed 
revenue for authors and publishers. This task is easier to undertake and manage 
when libraries are closed and teams can comprehensively review their collection; 
and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i) reopen City libraries and other library services in line with NSW Government 
restrictions being lifted;  

(ii) investigate if City libraries are able to provide access to PCs and internet to 
vulnerable and homeless communities in line with NSW social distancing 
requirements; 
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(iii) investigate the City's capacity to help create increased online workshop/webinar 
content, and undertake a 'weed and seed' initiative to support authors and 
publishers; 

(iv) investigate additional initiatives our libraries could be providing or support they 
need to adequately advise the elderly population and broader community;  

(v) update the City of Sydney Library Services website and other channels to reflect 
any service changes; and 

(vi) report back to the Council on actions taken via the CEO Update. 
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Item 12.7 

Notices of Motion 

Extending Outdoor Pool Season  

By Councillor Scott 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) due to Covid-19 restrictions the City's pools have been closed for almost two 
months which has effected residents and constituents who use these pools for 
recreation and exercise;  

(ii) this is especially important for elderly City residents and those who use the pools 
for rehabilitation. People who are recovering from physical injuries, or have 
chronic health conditions that mean they cannot do weight bearing exercise, rely 
on pools and aqua aerobics to maintain and build strength. For the past two 
months, the only accessible exercise for these people has been walking which 
doesn't allow for muscle strength to be retained;  

(iii) while beaches may start to open, people who need aqua exercise need deep 
manageable water to actually do their exercises, even with their own water 
equipment; 

(iv) it would be extremely beneficial for these users to have access to heated, ramp 
and public transport accessible outdoor pools, such as Prince Alfred Park Pool 
and Victoria Park Pool. Resuming aqua aerobic classes that were available pre-
Covid-19 on Saturday mornings, and weekday lunchtimes and evenings would 
be ideal. Class sizes of 10, as legally allowable, are the ideal size for these 
classes; 

(v) considering the two month closure of the outdoor facilities, residents would 
greatly benefit and appreciate extended access into winter; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i) explore extending the season of operation of the City's outdoor pools due to 
Covid-19 limiting the pool use, specifically for Andrew Boy Charlton Pool, Prince 
Alfred Park Pool and Victoria Park Pool; 

(ii) explore the ability to prioritise pool use for those needing access for rehabilitation 
and health concerns; and 

(iii) provide an update on access changes via the CEO Update.  
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Item 12.8 

Notices of Motion 

Extending Oval Lights into Winter during Covid-19 

By Councillor Scott 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the City has more than 400 small parks and open spaces in our local 
government area;  

(ii) the City's own Open Space, Sports and Recreation Needs Study (2016) notes 
that the projected rate of population growth will continue to place increasing 
pressure on existing open space resources and facilities to meet demand;  

(iii) due to Covid-19 there has been a significant increase in the use of existing green 
space in the City of Sydney, as residents need to exercise while maintaining 
physical distancing; 

(iv) Sydneysiders would benefit from extended usage of our City's green spaces and 
ovals throughout winter for exercise and other activities that allow for physical 
distancing; and 

(v) as City businesses are able to increase their use of outdoor exercise spaces to 
support our residents exercising, residents and businesses would benefit from 
increased access and visibility of City spaces for a longer period of time; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i) explore options to extend the operation hours of the City's oval lighting and other 
public lighting of our open spaces to allow our residents to access these spaces 
safely for longer periods of time during Covid-19; 

(ii) explore options to invest in additional lighting for the City's ovals and other public 
open spaces to allow our residents to access these spaces safely for longer 
periods of time; and 

(iii) report back to Council on any increased lighting hours of operations, or 
installations, via the CEO Update.  
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Item 12.9 

Notices of Motion 

Vale Jack Mundey  

By Councillor Scott 

It is resolved that:  

(A) Council note: 

(i) the passing of John Bernard (Jack) Mundey, former City of Sydney Councillor, 
environmentalist and union giant, aged 90, on Sunday 10 May 2020; 

(ii) Jack's rich contribution to the trade union movement, environmentalism and 
political life over many decades. In urban Sydney, as leader of the NSW 
Builders' Labourers Federation (BLF) from 1968 to1975, Jack protected 
Sydney's heritage and natural environment from developers by enacting the 
world leading green bans; 

(iii) Jack's activism was the first international trade union movement of its kind to 
champion environmental activism, and his staunch advocacy for public spaces, 
and the need for them to belong to the public, ensuring green spaces and 
parklands like Centennial Park weren't converted into shopping centres;  

(iv) Jack successfully fought for working-class residential areas, organising and 
helping to change the NSW Builders' Labourers Federation's position to accept 
social responsibility of labour to protect heritage buildings and support affordable 
housing. Alongside Tom Uren, this advocacy successfully led to the preservation 
of public housing that still stands today in The Rocks, Millers Point, Glebe and 
Woolloomooloo; 

(v) Jack provided pivotal support for Indigenous activists to bring the first successful 
Aboriginal land rights claim in Australia; 

(vi) Jack's legacy, with the work of NSW Builders' Labourers Federation, led to 54 
green bans across Sydney and held up $5 billion worth of building activity, 
beginning in Hunters Hill when the Builders' Labourers Federation supported a 
women's campaign to save Kelly's Bush. Jack said it was "the first time the 
enlightening working class teamed with the enlightened middle class to fight for 
the environment anywhere in the world"; 

(vii) the NSW Builders' Labourers Federation green bans in Sydney were echoed by 
unions around the world. Countries around the world followed Jack's leadership 
and he was invited to address the first United Nations Conference on the Built 
Environment in 1976; and 
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(viii) Jack was known to be a trustworthy, genuine man. He believed in the power of 
rank and file union members, in solidarity and successfully leaves a legacy of 
campaigns for conservation as well as Indigenous rights, women's rights and 
queer rights;  

(B) all present in the meeting take one minute of silence to honour the memory of John 
Bernard (Jack) Mundey;  

(C) the Chief Executive Officer, in Jack's honour, be requested to examine options for the 
City of Sydney to collaborate with State and Federal governments to fast track Town 
Hall Square, a project that would provide invaluable economic stimulus to Sydney 
during Covid-19, and grow Sydney's open and green spaces in the heart of our City's 
central business district; and 

(D) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to Jack Mundey's family expressing the Council's 
sincere condolences on his passing. 
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Item 12.10 

Notices of Motion 

Local Government Award 

By Councillor Chung 

It is resolved that Council, following consideration of the financial impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic, and to ensure the long-term financial sustainability of the local government 
sector: 

(A) call upon the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal to determine that the annual 
increase payable to Mayors and Councillors in 2020 should be 0 per cent; 

(B) call upon the Statutory and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal to determine that the 
annual increase payable to Local Government Chief and Senior Executives in 2020 
should be 0 per cent;  

(C) call upon all local government sector unions and Local Government NSW to determine 
that the annual wage increase payable to local government employees in 2020 
pursuant to the Local Government (State) Award should be 0 per cent and subsequent 
years should not exceed CPI; and 

(D) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i) write to each tribunal, LGNSW and relevant unions expressing this view;  

(ii) not award any discretionary performance increases for City of Sydney staff for 
the coming 12 months and that there be no “catch up” performance increases in 
subsequent years; and 

(iii) review the Councillors Expenses and Facility policy and report back to Council 
savings initiatives such as reduced travel, conference, education and training to 
support the financial sustainability of Council. 
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